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Newsletter 
In this newsletter we inform you about a 

number of projects that are supported by 

donations from SWAP.  

For example, SWAP is in regular contact with 

Wanna’Help (projects in Romania) and Friends 

Indeed (Campus Challenge India). Furthermore, 

an update from The Rob Foundation (Uganda) 

and a look back at the lunch session with the 

Himalaya Resources foundation.  

On behalf of the SWAP board, thank you for 

contribution and support. Happy reading! 

Martijn, Debbie, Yardena, Mariëtte, Jos, Roberto, 

and Gerard 

Picture above: emergency food aid TCDF Thailand 

Casa Kiwi – 2 years later  
In September 2019, a group of enthusiastic 

APG'ers traveled to Romania to help with the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi. This is a shelter for 

abandoned and traumatized children and 

teenagers, who are lovingly cared for and 

supported by Stefan and Luminita Micliuc and 

their staff.  

Now, exactly two years later, the SWAP board 

were curious about how the children are, the 

status of the extension and the next steps. On 

August 30, together with the colleagues who 

helped, we spoke with Stefan via Teams.  

Due to the corona pandemic, Romania had a 

strict lockdown. All residents had to stay at 

home and were only allowed to go out for 

necessary groceries, medicines, etc. This also 

meant that the children and the staff of Casa 

Kiwi had to stay at home. The staff started 

working in shifts; Stefan and Luminita stayed in 

the house for the first three weeks. They 

barbecued a lot, had movie nights and watched 

Netflix, but also had in-depth conversations with 

the kids. All in all they had a good time.  

Until recently, due to corona, it was not possible 

to receive 'new' children in Casa Kiwi. This has 

been possible again for about two months and 

four children have been admitted since then.  

Meanwhile, four of the 'old' residents have left 

the house. Andrei, 20, has been renting a 1-

room apartment for several months now and 

has found a job. April (16) was adopted by a 

family in Italy last December. She has adapted 

very well and is doing very well in school. She 

even speaks Italian! And Ionut (± 8) and his 

brother Alin (± 6) were adopted in August 2020.  

The other children still live in Casa Kiwi:  
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• Ioanna (19) is in her first year of high school. 

After finishing high school, she wants to go 

to university and eventually become a 

teacher. She supervises the younger children 

with their homework. During the summer 

holidays she worked as an au pair with a 

family in Romania.  

• Cosmina (18) is looking for an apartment; 

early September she will sign the lease. She 

does well at work and is also training to be a 

hairdresser. And she has a boyfriend now.  

• Roza (18) works part-time as an au pair.  

• Deniza (± 10) has become 'adoptable' now. 

Her mother has always been against 

adoption, but recently agreed, when the 

opportunity arises.  

• Florin, Piros and her brother Christi are 

also doing well.  

Do you want to know who the children are 

again? Check out our previous articles on the 

SWAP site:  

A warm welcome to Romania (sharepoint.com) 

Roll up your sleeves in Romania 

(sharepoint.com) 

The construction was completed at the end of 

July. The building has been painted in the same 

light yellow color as the current house. The 

doors and 

windows 

were 

placed at 

the 

beginning 

of 

September 

and the 

paving will be redone later this month. After 

this, the inside will be finished. First, the ground 

floor, where an office, kitchen and bedroom are 

located, will be completed. This is a high priority 

as Romanian law requires that the reception of 

parents and the housing of children may not take 

place in the same building. This is important for 

Casa Kiwi in connection with obtaining / 

retaining the permit. The costs for finishing and 

furnishing the inside are about € 30-35,000.  

Until so far the update. Everyone present was 

happy to have seen and talked to each other 

again. 

We all remembered what a great time we had in 

Romania and how happy the children were with 

our visit. Who knows, a second support trip to 

Romania will follow… 

Emergency food aid Thai 

Child Development 

Foundation 
SWAP has made a donation of €2,500 for 

emergency food aid to the Thai Child 

Development Foundation (TCDF) in Thailand. 

Through this donation, TCDF and its local 

partner have managed to provide food to a large 

amount of children in the 

slums of Bangkok.  

Besides for these 

children, our donation 

will be used for 3 

specifically urgent 

situations: 

1. An orphanage 

and boarding school in Phuket, where 

123 children are in lockdown for 

months now, without visitors from 

outside en without access to the free 

lunch meals the school normally 

provides 

2. An orphanage and women’s refuge 

center for 53 children with a past in the 

tourist sex industry in Pattaya 

3. A small group of 8 children in a 

mountain village in the north that has 

been disconnected from the rest of the 

world. The teacher in the village is 

providing home schooling and they can 

prepare lunch meals together thanks to 

our donation 

 

. 

https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/sites/SWAP%20EN/SitePages/Warm-welkom-in-Roemeni%C3%AB.aspx
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/sites/SWAP%20EN/SitePages/Handen-uit-de-mouwen-in-Roemeni%C3%AB.aspx
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/sites/SWAP%20EN/SitePages/Handen-uit-de-mouwen-in-Roemeni%C3%AB.aspx
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A special task for Campus 

Challenge India 
As a result of the Covid crisis, last year, mouth 

caps were made and food packages were 

distributed by the Campus.  

As a result of the 2nd Corona wave that started 
in the spring of this year, the Campus has been 

given a very special role in this crisis in recent 
months. From May, the Campus serves as an 
emergency hospital to receive corona patients. 

There is no room in the regular hospitals or 
they are closed. As of May, the Campus 

employees have therefore quickly arranged all 
kinds of things, such as oxygen bottles, 

ambulance transport, medication, food packages, 
setting up an isolation center, home care and a 

vaccination campaign.  

An impressive 

action to help 
the Covid 

patients. To 
support the 

Campus in 
this, SWAP has 

provided a donation of € 2500. 

The latest news is that there are now few Covid 
cases on the east coast. The children are back 

on the Campus since August and are working 
hard to catch up. Also, 80 'day children' will start 

in phases. And now that the kitchen is ready, 
thanks to a donation from SWAP, it's time to 

renovate the school. This is certainly much 
needed after intensive use as a quarantine 

center. 

If you want to read more about this, click on the 

link for the 4th Corona newsletter from Friends 

Indeed (in Dutch) 4e Corona nieuwsbrief 

Campus Challenge India 

Sammy Foundation in Egypt 
Last year SWAP donated €2,800 to repair water 

damage to the main school building. Because 

there was a little bit left in the budget, the 

foundation asks us if they could spend it to 

repair the offices at the school. The result is 

amazing! 

The school board office has a wall with photo 

wallpaper. They receive a lot of compliments 

from guests, parents, and personnel. Many 

people take a selfie in front of the poster. A text 

in Arab says “welcome to our oasis school” (in 

Dutch it is called ‘Woestijnroos’, which means 

‘Desert Rose’). On behalf of all the personnel 

and children at the school, thanks you very 

much!

 

An update from Uganda 
Earlier this year SWAP supported the “Infant 

formula program for babies” in Uganda with a 

donation of € 5000 to The Rob Foundation. Our 

colleague Steve Goossens is chairman of this 

foundation. His sister Tamar works for the 

foundation in Uganda. 

Babies with extreme malnutrition are admitted 

to the clinic. Tamar and her colleagues ensure 

that these children regain their strength by 

means of infant formula, often too expensive to 

be bought by the parents. In the meantime, 23 

children have been admitted through this 

program and 370 tins of food have been used in 

the meantime. When you realize that a tin costs 

between € 9.= and € 12.= per tin, it becomes 

clear that every donation is welcome. 

The link below leads to the extensive update of 

this program which you also can find on our 

Intranet site.Donation from colleague Jos 

Knoops for the transport of medical devices – 

Caring4Mobility 

Update Infant Program for Babies - The Rob 

Foundation 

 

https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SWAP/Friends%20Indeed/2021-08-22%20-%20Friends%20Indeed%20Corona%20nieuwsbrief%204%20web.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Hqq8N7
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SWAP/Friends%20Indeed/2021-08-22%20-%20Friends%20Indeed%20Corona%20nieuwsbrief%204%20web.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Hqq8N7
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SWAP/The%20Rob%20Foundation/2021-09-22%20-%20%20Verslag%20Infant%20Formula%20Program%20for%20Babies.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=kBJBw3
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/SWAP/The%20Rob%20Foundation/2021-09-22%20-%20%20Verslag%20Infant%20Formula%20Program%20for%20Babies.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=kBJBw3
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Shanmukha leaves APG and 

SWAP Board 
Unfortunately Shanmukha Masapu has left APG, 

and hence also the SWAP Board. Shanmukha 

became involved with SWAP during the India-

trip to the Friends Indeed Campus in 2017. 

Together with his wife Sarvani (who comes from 

the region where the Campus is located) they 

organized the purchase of toys and musical 

instruments for the children at the Campus. 

With a small budget, they managed to purchase 

a bus full of cricket materials, musical 

instruments, and toys. 

The children were 

delighted! Later, 

Shanmukha 

participated in the 

SWAP board with the 

same enthusiasm, 

among others by 

translating articles for the English website. He 

also picked up the challenge to participate in the 

meetings in Dutch and surprised us regularly 

with some proper Dutch lines! We will miss him 

in the Board, we wish him the best in his carrier, 

and we hope that he will continue to stay in 

touch with SWAP. 

Update Himalaya Resources 
Recently we organized a lunch session in which 

we received an update from the Himalaya 

Resources foundation and their partner 

organization in India and Nepal, ISARD. Luckily 

the internet connection was stable enough for 

us to have Bivas Neupane, Executive Director of 

ISARD, in the virtual meeting live from Nepal! 

Jeanet van der Woude from Himalaya Resources 

and Bivas updated us on the work of their 

foundations and specifically the water project in 

Nepal that SWAP 

has funded last year. 

With a gift of €3,500 

we have been able to substantially improve the 

water provision to the village of Pavidal, where 

42 families now have access to clean drinking 

water. Bivas explained us that the water 

infrastructure is not just for drinking water, but 

that it is also used for irrigation and for storage, 

to bridge periods of drought. Through these 

improvements the living standards and the 

economic prospects of the people in the village 

are substantially improved! 

Some numbers! 
In recent months, a number of donors have left 

APG. The number of donors is currently 174. 

The monthly amount that SWAP receives 

through its donors is stable at more than € 

1,300,=. This is because donors sometimes 

increase their monthly contribution, which 

compensates for the departure of a number of 

donors. 

New donors are of course always welcome. If 

you have a new colleague, tell them about 

SWAP!! Becoming a donor has become very 

easy. Everyone can arrange this via Insite at “I 

have a question”. Choose Characteristic 229 

(Salary and Pension) and mention that you want 

to become a donor of SWAP and the amount 

you want to donate each month and the 

commencement date. HR takes care of the rest. 

This way you can also change your contribution 

if you want to. 

You can also make a one-time donation via the 

link below or by scanning the QR code. This link 

and QR code are valid until 15 November 2021 

https://www.ing.nl/particulier/betaalverzoek/inde

x.html?trxid=dvK9JFLIpRGeAsU7TULqRCl6YPc

P5nDv 

 

 

https://www.ing.nl/particulier/betaalverzoek/index.html?trxid=dvK9JFLIpRGeAsU7TULqRCl6YPcP5nDv
https://www.ing.nl/particulier/betaalverzoek/index.html?trxid=dvK9JFLIpRGeAsU7TULqRCl6YPcP5nDv
https://www.ing.nl/particulier/betaalverzoek/index.html?trxid=dvK9JFLIpRGeAsU7TULqRCl6YPcP5nDv

