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Newsletter 
In this year's second newsletter we introduce 

you to some new foundations. Foundations that 

fit in well with the SWAP philosophy in terms of 

activities and projects and to which we have 

made or will make a donation. 

Covid-19 has dominated our lives for quite 

some time and also the foundations with which 

we have contact mention that they have 

therefore focused their activities more on 

supporting the population through the provision 

of food parcels. In addition, good news regarding 

some special donations. 

We wish you a lot of reading pleasure! 

On behalf of the SWAP board, as always we 

thank you very much for your contribution and 

support! 

Martijn, Debbie, Yardena, Mariëtte, Jos, Roberto, 

Gerard en Shanmukha 

Sammy Foundation 
In May, the SWAP Board learned about Sammy 

Foundation. The foundation is named after the 

son of the founder, who was killed during a 

family visit to Egypt at the age of 2. The 

foundation is committed to the people of 

province ‘Fayoum’ in Egypt, and works closely 

with De Woestijnroos. De Woestijnroos has set 

up a school for disabled children in Fayoum. In 

addition to the fact that the Sammy Foundation 

distributes food packages to the people of 

Fayoum every year, the foundation also supports 

projects of De Woestijnroos. For example, the 

foundation has provided financial support for the 

construction of classrooms, equipment for the 

playground and shelters (much-needed shade for 

the children). In March this year however, Egypt 

was hit by heavy 

rainfall that lasted 

several days, 

causing leakages in the 

buildings. The playground, 

and shelters have also 

suffered a lot from the heavy rainfall. Therefore, 

the necessary repairs must be carried out, for 

which the Sammy Foundation has appealed to 

SWAP. After proper consultation with the 

board of the Sammy Foundation, it was decided 

to donate € 2800 to repair the (water) damages 

to the main building of the school. The school's 

original classroom was built in 2004, and this 

building is now used as a kitchen and office. 

People with a disability, who previously also 

attended the school, now work here,  where 
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they, for example, serve meals for other 

students. 

Caring4Mobility Foundation 
At the beginning of this year, SWAP was 

introduced to the ’Caring4Mobility (C4M)’ 

foundation. The foundation, founded by Brit 

Honsbeek, set up a resource center in Gambia 

in 2018 to make mobility aids such as 

wheelchairs or crutches (for short or long term) 

available to people with a temporary or 

permanent disability. You can sense, it’s quite 

normal in the Netherlands to have seamless 

access to these aids, but in Gambia, if you are 

not wealthy, you are completely dependent on 

“a generous donor” for these resources. The 

foundation provides assistance to the poorest 

people in Gambia. The center is located in the 

capital Banjul, but it supplies the resources 

throughout the country. These aids are 

transported to Gambia from the countries like 

the Netherlands. Articles that are outdated or 

rejected for use in the Netherlands are gratefully 

received in Gambia. The foundation consists of 

the resource center, transport and various 

volunteers in both the 

Netherlands and Gambia. The 

resource center (see pictures) 

is currently being rented in 

Banjul. The foundation would 

like to move to a larger 

building that it 

owns; a building 

that not only 

serves as storage, 

but also as an 

office and 

location where the aids can be measured and 

provided. Transportation is also important - at 

the moment everything is still done with the 

volunteers' personal cars, but the foundation 

strives to buy their own vehicles. Having its own 

building is the foundation’s first priority, and the 

costs are estimated at approximately € 12,500. 

SWAP has made a commitment of € 5000. The 

board of SWAP pointed Brit, to “Wilde 

Ganzen” as a possible contributor, and this has 

indeed led to a contribution of a further 1/3 of 

the estimated costs. This brings the 

realization of the foundation’s  own 

building within reach.  

In the meantime, however, the 

Covid crisis also arrived in Gambia 

and we received another message 

from Brit that the foundation is in 

dire need of help. She has been 

supporting the people there with 

food packages, and the board of 

SWAP decided to provide additional support to 

Brit with a donation of € 500 towards these 

activities. 

Food packages 
We have already mentioned it few times on our 

intranet site. Covid has turned the whole world 

upside down and we also notice the impact of 

the crisis at the foundations we support. At the 

Campus in India, the kitchen renovation is on 

hold, and food parcels are made for the Indians 

who had to make long hikes to return back 

home. We have no doubt that you too 

witnessed these images on TV or social media. 

The sewing workshop on the Campus now also 

makes mouth masks. Reports from Argentina, 

Gambia and Tanzania were seeking for 

immediate reliefs and the SWAP board decided 

to donate € 500, to each project for food 

packages. During an introductory meeting 

recently with Steve Goossens, chairman of the 

Rob Foundation in Uganda, and also an APG 

colleague, the Covid needs in the country and 

how the foundation currently supports the 

population through food packages was also 

discussed. We also donated € 500 to this 

foundation. This was all possible, thanks to the 

generous donation of  € 5000 from the APG 

Executive Board, to specifically support Covid-

stressed causes. 

Dom-ray Foundation 
The Dom-ray Foundation has been committed 

to underprivileged children and young adults in 

Cambodia since 2007. Initially, the foundation 

mainly provided financial support to the New 

Future For Children (NFC) children's home in 

Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia. Over the 
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years, Dom-ray's focus has shifted to initiatives 

from the students of NFC, such as the 

CountrySide Education Project. 

The CountrySide Education Project was started 

in 2013 by former NFC student Chork Ratana, 

an orphan from the poor village of Kor. At a 

young age he was taken care of by NFC and he 

has now completed his university education. 

Ratana is grateful for the opportunities he has 

received through NFC and in 2013 he took the 

initiative to start an education program in his 

hometown to help other underprivileged 

children. He was able to realize this project with 

the support of 

Dom-ray. 

Ratana travelled 

to the village 

every weekend 

between 2013 

and 2019 to 

teach for free in 

his spare time.  

Initially, the weekend lessons were given to a 

small group of children, but this year more than 

120 children have already registered for the 

project. The number of children is now so great 

that Ratana is unable to teach everyone. In 

addition, he has now started his own family and 

has had to relocate for his job, leaving him less 

time to spend on the project. Thanks to a fixed 

contribution from a private sponsor, Dom-ray 

can hire a staff member who will be involved in 

the project full-time. This way, many more 

lessons can be given, also during the week. Since 

the project takes place far from the city, the 

new staff member must 

be able to stay at the 

project location. It was 

therefore decided to 

expand the construction 

project of new sanitary 

buildings to also build a 

lounge and office for the 

new staff member. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances and 

adjustments in the construction of the sanitary 

facilities annex lounge and office, Dom-ray's 

budget was left with a considerable gap. The 

costs were temporarily covered from other 

project budgets (scholarships and the salary of 

the staff member). But partly due to the 

consequences of the corona crisis, the 

foundation has not yet 

been able to fully close 

this gap. Dom-ray 

recently contacted 

SWAP. Because we 

support the CountrySide 

Education Project, we 

have decided to 

contribute € 2,500 in 

order to balance the 

budget.  

If you want to know more about the Dom-ray 

Foundation and the CountrySide Education 

Project, go to their website: 

http://www.stichtingdom-ray.nl. 

Steppekinderen Foundation 
The Steppekinderen Foundation offers children 

in poverty-stricken Mongolia assistance in the 

areas of housing, livelihood, health care and 

education. 

Thanks to SWAP's donation of € 4,800, the 

Steppekinderen Foundation has been able to 

build a living tent (ger) for a family in 

Ulaanbaatar. The family previously lived in a 

neglected building, which had been declared 

uninhabitable: the unheated, damp and mouldy 

house would be demolished in April 2020 and 

left the family homeless. 

The family consists of 

the single mother 

Buyanjargal Zoltsetseg 

(30), her two 

daughters Enkhzaya (8) 

and Buyanzaya (7), and 

two sons Enguun (3) 

and Irmuun (2). 

Buyanjargal was abandoned by her partner a 

year after the birth of her youngest son, and has 

not received any support from him since. Her 

children are malnourished and have problems 

with their airways due to the moisture and 

mould in the house. She and her children have 
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to get by on benefits of less than eighty euros a 

month.  

Buyanjargal was completely perplexed when she 

heard that she and her four children would 

“just” get their own 

living tent. In her 

thank you letter she 

writes that at first 

they couldn't believe 

it and couldn't sleep 

for days with 

excitement. 

After the 

move, her 

children asked 

time and again, 

with tears in 

their eyes of 

joy, whether 

this beautiful 

tent was really theirs. And it really is, thanks to 

all of SWAP's donors! 

Himalaya Resources 
Foundation 
Himalaya Resources Foundation supports 

projects of Indian organizations that focus on the 

improvement of the living conditions of the local 

population in the Himalayas and the enrichment 

of nature. Think of water filters, rainwater 

collection for irrigation, and the cultivation and 

planting of deciduous and fruit trees. Projects 

combining traditional and modern techniques. 

Reliable partners in the region carry out the 

work together with the women's groups from 

dozens of villages.  

In our 2019 newsletters we wrote about 

possibly supporting the SAMOON project in 

India. This project aims to improve the income 

position of small farmers by reintroducing and 

promoting traditional seeds and crops. For the 

third phase of this project, creating a market for 

these organic products in Delhi, Himalaya 

Resources contacted SWAP at the end of 2018 

for financial support. We think this is a very 

good project, but because we have not received 

enough certainty about the feasibility of the third 

phase, we have decided not to support it 

financially at this time. 

Recently Himalaya Resources presented us with 

a new project proposal, for the water supply for 

villages in the Himalayan region of Nepal. One of 

these villages is Pavidal, a community of 42 

households. The village does not have a good 

drinking water and irrigation system and 

currently the community draws the water from 

the springs using smaller pipes. The project 

provides for the construction of good pipelines, 

water tanks and clean drinking water. SWAP has 

decided to support the project in Pavidal, 

through Himalaya Resources, with a 

contribution of € 3,500. 

At the moment there is still a lockdown in the 

area, but it is expected that the local partner of 

Himalaya Resources will be able to carry out the 

water project in September. 

Check out the Himalaya Resources website if 

you want to read more about the foundation 

and the projects they support: 

https://www.himalaya-resources.nl. 

Foundation for the Anti-
Human Trafficking and 
Child Abuse Centre 
Through Rosalie Tieges of Thai Child 

Development Foundation we have been 

informed of the Foundation for the Anti Human 

Trafficking and Child Abuse Centre (ATCC) 

based in Phattaya (Thailand). This foundation 

provides assistance to street children, child 

beggars, child victims of sexual abuse, human 

trafficking, and other types of abuse. 
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ATCC works closely with the local police and 

the FBI to track down and arrest the human 

traffickers and child abusers. The children who 

are taken from the 

street do not have a 

good home situation 

and have nowhere to 

go. The foundation 

places the children in 

a shelter, where they receive food, clothing and 

assistance. When things get better for the 

children, they go to school and the foundation 

needs school uniforms and shoes for that.  

SWAP has made a donation of around € 3,100 

through the Thai Child Development 

Foundation, for the purchase of 80 school 

uniforms and 100 pairs of school shoes, so that 

the children will look neat at the start of the 

new school year. 

Support trip to Thai Child 
Development Foundation 
The board of SWAP is currently investigating to 

what extent it is possible to organize a support 

trip to the Thai Child Development Foundation 

campus. This trip could then possibly take place 

in March or May next year. As a result of the 

Covid 19 crisis, however, we will have to wait 

and see how things develop before making any 

plans. 

Donations that make us 

even happier �
As a board, we are thrilled with the more than 

180 regular donors who donate every month to 

SWAP. But every now and then we receive 

additional donations which make us even 

happier. 

Two of such cases were: 

In August, we received a message from Jos 

Knoops, who works for Asset Management. Jos 

will soon be celebrating his 40th anniversary at 

APG, and he has generously decided to donate 

the money that APG is gifting him to SWAP     

(€ 1.500,=). We are very grateful to Jos for this 

gesture. 

Due to the Covid crisis, we received reports 

from various foundations that, as a result of the 

crisis, they were now mainly concerned with 

providing food packages to the suffering 

population. For us this was a moment to ask 

Gerard van Olphen whether there was a 

possibility that the Board of Directors could 

support us in helping these foundations. Gerard 

promptly decided to donate € 5000 to SWAP. 

With this contribution of the Board of 

Directors, we have been able to make donations 

to various foundations in Tanzania, Argentina, 

Uganda and Gambia. 

Lunch meetings 
Like every year, we invite APG employees to a 

lunch meeting to update them about the 

projects that SWAP supports. This year we will 

do this virtually. The meeting is scheduled for 

September 17 between 12:00 and 13:30. The 

Sammy Foundation, the Caring4Mobility 

Foundation and the Steppekinderen Foundation 

will talk about their activities. All donors have 

received an invitation via TEAMS, and a message 

about this meeting has also been posted on the 

APG intranet page. We hope to see you on the 

17th! 

Donating to SWAP is now 
even easier! 
Until now, we used a special form to register 

you as a donor. That is no longer necessary. It is 

now sufficient to send an email to 

SWAP@APG.nl, stating your personnel number, 

the amount you want to donate monthly and the 

starting date. We will then forward your email 

to the salary administration. If you want to make 

a one-time donation, it can be arranged in the 

same way. 

Alternatively, you can also scan the QR code 

below or use the link to make a one-time 

donation. This link and QR code are valid until 

October 8. 

https://www.ing.nl/particulier/betaalverzoek/inde

x.html?trxid=AF2aBH0rCh5LVdDcXrtIAeVg30Ik

Wlsj
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