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Newsletter 
In our first newsletter for this year we share the 

updates about the support trip to the campus in 

India, the commissioning of the volunteer 

residences at Thai Child Development, the 

expansion of Children's Home Cambodia, the 

commissioning of the kitchen for the cookery 

training in Senegal and the progress of 

construction at Casa Kiwi. We would also like 

to inform you of a possible support trip in 2021 

to Thai Child Development! 

We wish you a lot of reading pleasure! 

On behalf of the SWAP board, as always we 

thank you very much for your contribution and 

support! 

Martijn, Debbie, Yardena, Mariëtte, Jos, Roberto, 

Gerard en Shanmukha 

Progress update expansion 

Casa Kiwi 
After our support trip in 

September last year, the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi 

has progressed 

substantially. The weather 

conditions in the autumn 

and winter were favorable 

in Romania, which allowed the construction 

workers to work hard. In October, the 

foundation of the old building was removed and 

the new foundation was laid. The floor was then 

poured.

In November, work started on laying 

the outer walls of the ground floor. In 

December, the floor of the first floor 

was poured and at the end of the 

month, a large part of the outer walls 

of the first floor was finished. In mid 

February, all interior walls were also 

bricked and the roof was placed in 

early March. Now they can start with 

the interior. 

About € 40,000 is needed to complete and 

furnish the building. The Wanna’Help 

Foundation is busy arranging 

some of this funding.
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APG employees roll up 
their sleeves at the Campus 
in India! 
At the end of January, a group of seven APG 

people left for the ‘Campus Challenge’ in India 

to help with the renovation of the kitchen. After 

ten years of intensive use, there is need of 

replacement and modernization of the kitchen. 

SWAP and APG has become a household name 

on the Campus because this was the third 

SWAP team in four years to travel to India. 

Below a short report of the trip. 

After a long journey 

due to the delayed 

domestic flight, upon 

our arrival at the 

Campus, we were 

ambushed by the 

children, who greeted 

us joyfully with a heartwarming reception. That 

afternoon we rested to recover from the trip, 

after which in the evening we were introduced 

to the children. We were well greeted by the 

children and were overwhelmed by their singing 

and dancing skills! 

The day after we started working. Our job for 

that week was painting the dining room. We 

started with priming the interior walls, after 

which we continued with the exterior walls. 

After everything had been primed and the Indian 

painters had done the ceilings in the dining 

room, we were able to continue applying the 

final paint inside: the well-known yellow color of 

the Campus. Previously, mixing the paint had 

always been a "problem" with Indian painters. 

There were discussions about the amount of 

water that has to be added to the colors. 

However it went smooth this year, we were 

allowed to mix the paint ourselves! And the 

cooperation with 

the painters was 

excellent, even 

though we don't 

speak each 

other's language 

(they don't speak 

English either). 

They even liked our carnival 

music so much that a few walked 

along with a polonaise. 

Yes, in addition to working in the 

heat, there was also a lot of fun 

with both the painters and the 

children who loved us helping with painting! In 

addition to painting, we had enough room to 

spend an afternoon with the ambulatory care of 

the Campus: the doctor who regularly visits the 

seriously handicapped children in the 

surrounding villages. A trip to some fishing 

villages and a visit to a festival nearby also 

impressed the group. We were therefore fully 

immersed in Indian culture in more than a week. 

After a week of 

painting we were 

able to clean up 

the brushes on 

Friday afternoon. 

The dining room 

was almost 

finished, only a piece of ceiling had to be done by 

the Indian painters and it was time to present 

the dining room to the children, give our gifts 

and treat the children with an ice cream and 

fruit that were bought from the local market in 

the morning. And as usual, when a group leaves, 

there is a big party the night before, the so-

called “Bonte Avond” with the disco at the end. 

It was a very special and memorable experience 

for everyone. Not only to help with paints but 

especially to see these children who, despite 

their disabilities, are very happy to be in this 

place and to get a chance to create a place for 

themselves in the society later. 

That was early February. In the meantime we 

receive photos of the delivery and installation of 

the new 

kitchen! 
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Volunteer accommodations 
in Thailand put to action! 
In the newsletter of September last year, we 

reported that SWAP made a financial 

contribution to the initiative of the Thai Child 

Development Foundation to renovate and 

expand the volunteer accommodation. The 

foundation is no stranger to SWAP. 

In 2018 SWAP already contributed to the 

realization of a sports field at the school. 

In the beginning 

of this year, 

Rosalie Tieges, 

director of the 

Thai Child 

Development 

Foundation, 

proudly sent us photos of the new volunteer 

accommodation. Rosalie says that she can now 

accommodate many more participants from 

schools, volunteer groups and students in a good 

way. “Where the original residences were no 

more than a roof on stilts, we now have a 

beautiful residence with room for thirty 

volunteers”, says a proud Rosalie. These 

volunteers and students are very important to 

the foundation. They do their part by, for 

example, participating in the organic garden and 

students learn about organic gardening. Organic 

gardening is one of the most important projects 

on the care farm. With this they want to 

increase the self-reliance of the children with a 

disability by having them follow vocational 

training in this way. It allows them to provide for 

their own food supply later on, and they can also 

become financially self-sufficient. The fact that 

Rosalie is very happy with the financial 

contribution is evident 

from the video that she 

sent to SWAP and can 

be found on the SWAP 

site. For your 

convenience here is the 

link to: video Thai Child 

Development 

Foundation.

If you want to read more about the TCDF 

foundation, visit the SWAP site under “Projects” 

Thai Child Development Foundation. 

Support trip to Thai Child 
Development Foundation 
In addition to making a financial contribution to 

projects, SWAP has increasingly been rolling up 

its sleeves in recent years to 

contribute locally to projects 

that are financed. For example, 

APG’ers have already traveled 

to the Campus Challenge in 

India three times to paint 

buildings on the Campus. And 

last year SWAP helped with 

the project in Romania: the 

extension at Casa Kiwi. 

The board of SWAP is currently investigating to 

what extent it is possible to organize a support 

trip to the Thai Child Development Foundation 

campus. This trip could possibly take place in 

March or May next year. Rosalie Tieges would 

love to host a group of APG’ers. These are still 

early stage thoughts, but if you are interested in 

such a support trip, please send an email to 

SWAP@APG.nl. 

If you want to know the location in Thailand, 

click here.

https://youtu.be/XZVNPptuA08
https://cloudapg.sharepoint.com/sites/SWAP%20EN/SitePages/P-%20Thai-Child-Development-Stichting-(TCDF).aspx
mailto:SWAP@APG.nl
https://goo.gl/maps/48bZgReZSCaEPhky6
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Children's home Cambodia 
Children’s home Cambodia, based in the city of 

Siem Reap near 

the temples of 

Ankor Wat, 

accommodates 35 

orphans, aged 3 

to 20 years old. 

They have no 

family that could 

care for them. In 2006, Children’s home 

Cambodia was established to help these 

children. Now they are healthy and are going to 

school. Meanwhile, 8 children have completed 

their education and live on their own. Two have 

completed university and next year 5 former 

residents will go to university. 

The foundation supports 

the children not only by 

offering them a home but 

also by helping them with 

education. Early 2020, 

SWAP donated € 4,200 

for the creation of more 

space in the boys’ house. 

This house had 3 rooms 

with a cooking / dining facility underneath it (the 

house stood on posts of 1.80 meters high). They 

have been replaced by posts of 2.50 meters and 

in this way the 3 rooms have been "lifted" 70 

cm. This created the space to construct 2 (large) 

rooms on the ground floor and also a small 

bathroom (the cooking / dining facility will be 

situated elsewhere on the site). Because of this, 

the boys will have some more space and privacy, 

which is badly needed. Especially to do their 

homework well as an example. Earlier, a similar 

operation was performed with the girls' house. 

For more 

information see 

the website of: 

Kinderhuis 

Cambodia. 

Kitchen for cookery school 
Diouma Senegal is a foundation that aims to 

improve the participation of especially 

girls in (vocational) training. Girls are 

often unable to go to school due to a lack 

of financial resources, the necessity to 

contribute to the family's income from an 

early age, or simply the lack of follow-up 

training in the region. For example girls 

are often sent to the capital Dakar to 

work as a housekeeper. 

To improve the 

opportunities for girls in 

the region around the 

city of Thiadiaye, in the 

west of the country, 

Diouma has created a 

vocational training 

center, the Professional 

Education Center. In 2017, SWAP contributed 

to a number of things, including the expansion of 

the kitchen for cookery school. Especially the 

kitchen was delayed a bit, but is now used 

enthusiastically. See the first pictures of the 

students in their new kitchen! 

Lunch meetings 
Like every year, we would like to catch up on 

the projects we support during a lunch meeting 

before the summer holidays. We prefer to hold 

such a meeting where we can see and speak in 

person. Unfortunately, this is currently not 

possible due to the corona crisis. We will inform 

you as soon as meetings are possible again. 

https://www.kinderhuiscambodia.nl/

