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Newsletter 
In the third edition of the SWAP newsletter for 

2019, we are glad to inform you about the 

support trip to India (in the context of the 

renovation of the kitchen), the latest state of the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi in Romania, the 

Christmas gift promotion and the Traditional 

Cup Cake promotion. Additionally we also have 

updates about the ongoing projects in Tanzania, 

Senegal and Papua.  

We wish you happy reading! 

On behalf of the SWAP board, thank you for 
your contribution and support! 

 
Martijn, Debbie, Yardena, Mariëtte, Roel, Jos, 
Roberto, Gerard and Shanmukha 

Support trip Romania, 
SWAP visited Romania from 12th to 21st 

September 2019. With a donation of € 10,000 

to Wanna’Help!, work has been done on the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi, a shelter for neglected 

and traumatized children in Romania. The eight 

APG colleagues who participated in this trip are 

Martijn Olthof, Mariëtte Botes, Roberto Nonnis, 

Ronald Hoevenaars (and daughter Linge), Lieke 

van der Horst, Florin Toth, Nike Darley and 

Malika Droste. 

 

We already have extensive information about 

the support trip on Team APG and our SWAP 

site. Below is a short impression of one of the 

participants and following we inform you about 

the current state of affairs. 

After arriving on Thursday evening and a day of 

site seeing in Cluj on Friday, we arrived at Casa 

Kiwi on Saturday morning. We were warmly 

welcomed by Stefi and Lumi, the couple who run 

Casa Kiwi and by the children. 

 

Saturday and Sunday was all about getting to 

know each other. We did fun activities with 

both the younger and older children. We played 

all kinds of games, we visited the local zoo and 

had pizzas. With the teenagers (for whom the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi is intended) we started 

bowling and had dinner at the guesthouse. 

The children's stories are intense. Their parents 

couldn't take care of them because of 

imprisonment, alcoholism, poverty and/or very 

large families, and the children were often 

neglected and traumatized. In Casa Kiwi the 

children are loved and cared in a homely 

atmosphere. The children are doing relatively 

well and are thinking of a better future. 
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An old building at the site of the expansion was 

demolished on Monday and Tuesday. The heavy 

work was done by professionals. We cleaned 

reusable bricks by chipping and scraping off the 

cement. We also cleaned-up the waste/rubble so 

that the excavator could remove the old 

foundation and prepare the ground construction. 

 

A visit to a children's hospital was planned on 

Wednesday. In addition to sick children, there 

are also abandoned children 

here. The hospital staff 

lovingly takes care of the 

children, but due to a lack 

of stimulation the children 

are lagging behind in terms 

of speech and/or motoric 

skills. Everyone is deeply 

impressed by what we have 

seen and heard in the hospital. 

Because we had cleaned more than enough 

bricks, we cleaned up the garden on Thursday 

and Friday and gave the wooden tables and 

benches a makeover. 

 

After a great week and an unforgettable rich 

experience we said goodbye to the children, the 

staff and Stefi and Lumi. We are grateful that we 

were part of this for a week! 

 

Work in Romania is now progressing well, the 

new foundation has been poured and the first 

walls have been put up!  

Here are some pictures on the results so far! 

 

 

May we have your 

Christmas gift? 
For a number of years APG members have been 

able to donate the value of their Christmas gift 

to a charity. SWAP is again up for the charity 

this year! 

 

With the proceeds from this promotion, SWAP 

wants to make an extra contribution to the 

expansion of Casa Kiwi in Romania. As 

described above, APG members made a Support 

trip to Casa Kiwi in September this year and 

made a start there with the expansion of this 

home for a shelter for neglected and 

traumatized children in Romania.  

In the meantime, this renovation is going well as 

you can read in the previous article of the 

newsletter. 

The participants in the Support trip also 

experienced on the spot how important this 

expansion of Casa Kiwi is and that extra financial 

sponsorship is certainly needed for its entire 

realization. The proceeds from this promotion 

will certainly make an important contribution to 

this. 

On behalf of the children in Casa 

Kiwi, the SWAP board would 

like to thank in advance the APG 

people who donate their 

Christmas gift to SWAP! 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas in advance! 
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Support trip Campus India 
Just back from Romania we are already busy 

with the next support trip! 

In the previous newsletter we informed you 

about the upcoming renovation of the kitchen 

and dining room at the Campus in India. This 

renovation, which will start at the end of this 

year, is partly the result of a donation from 

SWAP.  

SWAP has a warm relationship with the Friends 

Indeed foundation, partly due to the support 

trips in 2017 and 2018. Both years APG 

employees traveled to India to help with the 

painting of the buildings where the children live. 

Along with the renovation plans for the kitchen, 

yet again there is an invitation from Anne 

Legeland (director of Friends Indeed) to 

welcome us to the Campus. This leads us for a 

3rd support trip to India in 2020. 

APG members who had previously indicated 

their interest in a SWAP support trip were 

approached and an extensive message appeared 

on the Team APG site on 18th October. This 

resulted in 20 interested people. A number that 

the SWAP board certainly did not expect! An 

information meeting was organized on 

November 7th, at which they were informed 

about the support trip. As a result on January 

30th 2020, 7 colleagues will travel to India and 

the tickets have already been 

booked….hooray!!! 

Anne Legeland responded very enthusiastically 

to the announcement that the support trip will 

continue and will be preparing in India for our 

arrival.  

“The paint for the 

dining room will be 

ready when you 

arrive” she said! 

Anne also said that 

this time there are other possibilities to fill in 

the volunteer work. For example, English lessons 

can be given to the children in the afternoon and 

help is always welcome in the sewing workshop! 

The sale of their products is in full swing now as 

Hotel ‘Novotel’ in the city ‘Visakhapatnam’ 

wants to sell the Campus products to their 

guests. Anne also says: 

“If there are colleagues 

with green fingers, they 

can certainly enjoy 

themselves in the 

vegetable garden." The 

vegetable garden was realized in 2018 and also 

became a great success.  

As mentioned, the APG group leaves on January 

30th and will return on (Saturday) February 8th. 

In that week we will inform the APG colleagues 

via our SWAP site 

and on 

TEAMAPG!  

On the pictures 

you see the dining 

room that will be 

painted with the help of the India-goers, and the 

vegetable garden. 

Cupcake promotion 
The SWAP cupcake fundraiser at the end of the 

year has become an annual tradition. At the 

beginning of December, the SWAP board 

members personally offered cupcakes on the 

Basisweg, Symphony (with help from Lieke van 

der Horst) and Heerlen offices and raised 

donations/new enrollments of donors. In this 

promotion we raised more than €2,700 and 13 

new donors signed up. We thank you for your 

great generosity!  

We, at SWAP, greatly appreciate your 

donations, and your help. Your support helps to 

further our mission 

through the years to 

support projects that 

pursue great goals!   
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Make a meaningful contribution in Tanzania with a support 

trip or Kilimanjaro climb.  

Via SWAP, our colleague spokesman Dick Kors contributed to the realization of a 

toilet building at the Elisabeth Center in Tanzania during a support trip from the 

Florentina Foundation in May this year. An extensive message about his experiences 

appeared in May on TEAM APG. Did you see the photos of Dick in May, working on 

the structure of the toilet block? Now we want to show you the photos of the end 

result that was achieved with SWAP funding. 

Through Dick Kors we have close 

contacts with the board of Florentina 

foundation. We have received information 

from the board about a new support trip and the climb of the 

Kilimanjaro that is in the pipeline. We also received the 

following news from them.  

The third boarding house is now almost complete. (see photo below)    

These boarding houses offer boys and girls the opportunity to 

stay permanently at the center, so that they can devote 

themselves to their high school. 

The Foundation also received a donation, from a fund from 

Zwolle, for finishing a wall around these boarding houses. The 

safety of the students is thus better guaranteed. 

High school started four years ago. The first students have already graduated. This is always an exciting 

and festive moment for the teachers, the parents, as well as for the students themselves (see photos).  

It is therefore celebrated in a big way. The 

Elisabeth Center has been around for fifteen 

years, hence calls for major maintenance. The 

means for this are now also available. We will 

help with the work through a support trip to 

be planned. A Kilimanjar climbing will also be 

organized from 1st – 11th September 2020. 

(see Appendix). The registration for this is 

open. The Florentina foundation will raise funds (no obligation) for the center and make a short visit 

there. A safari can also be optionally planned. 

 

Do you want to go on a support trip or climb the Kilimanjaro?   

Call or email: Rob Boogaard, Chairman, Florentina: info@bccboogaard.nl or 06 51 275 704, or contact 

Dick Kors at Symphony. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@bccboogaard.nl
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Update from Diouma 

Foundation in Senegal  

We recently received photos from the Diouma 

foundation from Senegal 

In 2017, SWAP decided to help the Diouma 

foundation of Evelyne Kleikers with the 

expansion of the vocational training center in 

Thiadiaye in Senegal. The school can 

accommodate about 150 young people, but it is 

expanding due to high demand. Part of our gift 

of almost € 5,000 is used for refurbishing the 

kitchen for the chef's training. The project was 

somewhat 

delayed, but 

the work in 

the kitchen is 

now in full 

swing.  

 

As you can see 

on the 

pictures, there 

is still some 

work to be 

done, but if all 

goes well, the 

kitchen will be ready in time for the start of the 

new school year! 

A Special Donation 
After Young APG had previously made a 

donation to SWAP, we recently received 

another special donation. 

Last June, colleague Dante van Grafhorst, 

Governance & Legal Lead Blockchain, gave a 

guest lecture on Blockchain and Privacy at the 

University of Leiden. He has donated the 

compensation that he received for this, an 

amount of € 337.50 to SWAP. A nice gesture, 

for which we thank Dante this way via this 

Newsletter! 

 

Papua Youth to School 

Foundation 
 

Last year we supported the “Papoejeugd Naar 

School” or “PJNS” foundation (which stands for 

“Papua Youth to School”) with a contribution 

for toolboxes for students of the Vocational 

School in Merauke in 

Papua, Indonesia. The 

foundation has been 

supporting students in 

Papua for over 30 

years. Papua is a poor 

region where the 

inhabitants don’t get a 

lot of support from the 

government. The first 

batch of 100 toolboxes 

(both for electro-

technology and for 

auto/motor technology) 

has been delivered, and 

the boxes are in use by the enthusiastic 

students! Students who successfully finish their 

education get to keep the toolbox, so they can 

immediately start to earn an income after 

graduation. 

Farewell to board member 

Roel 

Our board member Roel Lubberink recently 

decided to leave APG, after 30 years. This 

means he will also step down from the SWAP 

board. Roel was part of the board since early 

2017, and he has among others worked a lot on 

the SWAP communication. Hereby we thank 

you for your work for SWAP and we wish you 

all the best. You will be Missed! 

 

 

 


