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Join us in Romania! 

In this newsletter we cover, amongst other 

items, our upcoming trip to Romania, where 

SWAP supports the efforts of Wanna’Help, a 

non-profit association that works with 

Romanian orphans. Would you like to join 

us on this trip to help renovate Casa Kiwi, a 

home for 30 abandoned and traumatized 

children? 

Read more on page 2 
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Wanna’Help Romania: let’s get to 

work! 

In Romania, SWAP supports the organization 

Wanna’Help. This organization tries to ensure that 

neglected and abandoned children (often orphans) have 

support growing up and a safe place to call home. SWAP 

has previously contributed to a Wanna’Help project to 

renovate a hospital in Tarnaveni. 

This year our donations are going towards Casa Kiwi. 

Casa Kiwi is a shelter for abandoned and traumatized 

children in the city of Targu Mures. This “family house” 

offers children the opportunity to grow up in a safe 

environment under professional guidance. At the moment, 

over 30 children are being supported by Casa Kiwi, of 

which 12 live in the house itself and 21 others live with 

local foster families. 

The children living in the Casa Kiwi house are aged 5 to 9 

years, or 14 to 16 years. For the older children, who over 

time have to learn to become more independent, it is 

important that they have sufficient space and privacy. 

Want to join us 

in Romania? 

Sign up for the 

support trip! 

This year SWAP is making a donation of € 10.000 to 

contribute to the expansion of Casa Kiwi to ensure that 

these teenagers can have more space, in a separate 

building on the same property, to grow up well. An 

additional advantage is that this will also allow Casa 

Kiwi to host more children in the main building. 

But, as we have done previously in India, SWAP wants 

to contribute more than financial aid by also 

volunteering our time and physical effort. 

Currently a trip to Casa Kiwi is being organized so that 

“APG-ers” can help complete the renovations necessary 

in order to expand Casa Kiwi. We will, for example, be 

painting, cleaning and organizing. ››› 
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››› The trip will likely take place from September 14th 

till 21st, and travel and accommodation costs are to be 

covered by the participants. APG management fully 

supports this initiative and, as for previous SWAP trips, 

has offered to sponsor half of the leave necessary to 

participate. 

You might already have seen or heard about the trip 

from one of your colleagues, on the intranet or at one of 

the information sessions that were organized. However, 

if you have missed these and are interested to join, 

please send an email to SWAP@apg.nl. 

Update from Tanzania 

Middle April, our colleague Dick Kors went to visit 

Elisabeth Center in Tanzania with a group of 

enthusiastic volunteers! 

There they worked on the SWAP-financed outbuilding 

for the boarding school. As described in the October 

2018 newsletter, SWAP donated € 10.000 towards this 

project. The boarding school is helping the Elisabeth 

Center, a school for 450 children, to become self-

sufficient! 

A longer update will be shared on the intranet soon! 

Construction of sports facilities via 

Thai Child Development Foundation

For more than 15 years, Thai Child Development 

Foundation has been helping disadvantaged children. 

TCDF ensures that appropriate medical care and 

education is available for children with physical, learning 

or social challenges.  

Thanks to the donation of € 7.000 from SWAP, TCDF has 

been able to build a gym and sports field. The team and 

children of TCDF are incredibly happy with the result. 

Every day gym and yoga lessons are given indoors, and 

outside on the sports field children play basketball, 

football and badminton! See above the photos of the 

outcome. On behalf of all the children and the team in 

Thailand, thank you for your support! If you would like 

to know more about TCDF, you can visit their website: 

www.thaichilddevelopment.org
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Playground equipment via Un 

Abrazo Para Los Amigos 

In earlier newletters we have communicated that we are 

sponsoring a project by Stichting Un Abrazo Para Los 

Amigos in Argentinia. For € 5.000, new playground 

equipment has been purchased for a preschool and 

kindergarten. The children are very enthusiastic and 

adore the playhouse and slide. On behalf of our ‘amigos’: 

muchas gracias! You can find more information about the 

organization on their website: www.abrazoamigos.nl

Potential new project via 

Himalaya Resources 

The association of Himalaya Resources supports 

projects that aim to improve the living circumstances of 

the local population as well as enrich the environment 

in the Himalayas. 

Himalaya Resources are currently working on a project 

to improve the earnings potential of female farmers 

with small land holdings by reintroducing and 

promoting the use of traditional seeds and crops. The 

network of farmers is being expanded and the 

organization is working to create a market for these 

organic products in the region and in Delhi. 

This is a unique and interesting project with the 

potential to help an entire community of people. SWAP 

has asked Himalaya Resources to develop a business 

case to establish the likelihood of the initiative being 

successful. We will keep you informed whether SWAP 

decides to support this project. You can check the 

SWAP website for updates, or visit the website of 

Himalaya Resources for more information about the 

association: www.himalaya-resources.nl/
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Campus Challenge India continues to grow 

In both 2017 and 2018 a group of APG-ers travelled to the Campus in India to help renovate the homes of the children living 

there. With paint and equipment sponsored by SWAP, the homes were given bright, colorful coats of paint both internally 

and externally and all the buildings looked great once the work was complete. 

Our colleagues were also privileged to experience first-hand what a special place the 

Campus is for these children. In addition to accommodation for children, the Campus also 

consists of other buildings. These include a school where children are educated and 

enabled to pursue further qualifications. There is a class where blind children are taught in 

braille and another where deaf children learn sign language. There is a sewing workshop 

where girls learn to master this profession so that they can earn an income later as 

seamstresses. There is also a workshop where prostheses are made. The men who do this 

are disabled and depend on prostheses themselves. They have mastered this profession and 

now make prostheses for others, also for people living outside the campus. 

The medical center provides medical care, including physiotherapy, on campus and 

for residents in the surrounding villages. Many children are collected at their homes 

and brought to the campus for physiotherapy or orthopedics. The outpatient help 

that is offered to the disabled children in the villages outside the Campus should 

also not be forgotten. Children who are severely disabled stay on the Campus and 

can in this way be provided with necessary medication or aid, while their parents 

are advised. Partly as a result of this outpatient help, many disabled children in the 

villages have been identified and their well-being is monitored. And, of course, the 

Campus also has common areas, including the dining room where all the residents 

receive regular, nutritious meals. 

The Campus is however continuing to develop and, as indicated by the title, 

literally grow. In 2018 the first steps were taken to make a part of the grounds 

suitable for growing crops, with the aim to produce part of the food necessary for 

the Campus. Around 200 mouths must be fed daily! In addition to this benefit, 

the youth on the campus can now learn how to farm and some of the plants and 

herbs can be sold. 

The APG-ers who visited in 2018 could 

already see the first steps of how a piece of land was being converted and what plans 

were being conceived by Bert, a Dutchman with an agricultural background who 

was coordinating everything on site. Later in the year, the soil was plowed and 

various crops were planted, resulting in a rich harvest. The agricultural land is 

currently being expanded, and a new piece of land has been plowed and sown. A 

greenhouse is also being completed and a teacher has been hired to begin training 

the youngsters. 

But in addition to further development of the Campus, what has already been developed must be 

preserved. The kitchen now needs maintenance and plans are being drawn up for this. 
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Results of the 2018 Christmas collection 

Similarly to 2017, SWAP went around the offices with cupcakes in December 2018 to promote the organization. Once again, 

a substantial amount of money was donated via cash and bank transfer. And partly thanks to this promotion, we welcomed a 

number of new donors. In total, the cupcake promotion generated an amount of € 3,458.58. We are thrilled with this result! 

Last year it was also possible to donate (part of) your Christmas gift to SWAP and this possibility was used extensively. The 

donations via the Christmas packages raised € 1,095. 

In total the Christmas drive raised € 4.553,58. SWAP will round this amount out to € 10.000 and the funds will be used for 

the donation to Casa Kiwi in Romania. We, as the Board, would like to extend our sincerest thanks to everyone for all the 

support! 

Board Changes 

We are very pleased to inform you that the board has been strengthened by two members. Roberto Nonnis joined the board 

at the end of January and Gerard Luypaers has been a board member since March. Both brand new board members 

introduce themselves below. 

Introduction Roberto Nonnis 

I am Roberto Nonnis, 47 years old, single and living in Amsterdam. I have been working at APG since 

July 2000 and I am currently working as a Risk Controller at Group Risk & Compliance. 

I have participated twice in SWAP volunteering trips. The first time was in 2012, when SWAP 

supported a project from Stichting Homeplan. Together with a number of APG colleagues and a 

number of other sponsors of Homeplan, we built a number of wooden houses for the poorest people in 

the vicinity of Mexico City. The second time was in 2018, when SWAP supported a project from the 

Friends Indeed Foundation. On a campus in the east of India, where children with disabilities live, and receive care and 

education, I helped paint a number of children's homes together with six colleagues. 

Both trips left an unforgettable impression on me and when the opportunity arose at the end of 2018 to become a Board 

member of SWAP, I applied immediately. Together with the other board members, I hope to make more colleagues 

enthusiastic about SWAP, so that we can support even more great projects, and offer disadvantaged people the chance of a 

better future. 

Also introducing: Gerard Luypaers 
I have been working at APG since 1997, well, the first years were at ABP. I was born and raised in 

Roermond, but because of the work I moved to "the south" in 1993 and I now live in Landgraaf. I am 

married to Riet and have two daughters who are currently studying in Groningen and Maastricht 

respectively. 

I work at SIS and in recent years my work has been in the field of Business Continuity Management. I am 

therefore concerned with the continuity of the APG organization in general and that of SIS in particular. 

The role of SIS is to ensure that APG can continue its services to the Funds and participants quickly in the event of an 

emergency in any of the data centers. ››› 
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››› A few years ago I came into contact with SWAP, mainly because of the communication about the first trip that was 

organized to the Campus in India. I then (recently) registered as a donor. The stories of the colleagues who had gone to India 

inspired me and I was determined that, if a second trip were to be organized, I would sign up for this. That opportunity arose 

and I went to India in January 2018. It was a very special experience and I realized I wanted to do more in this area. When a 

position on the board became available at the beginning of this year, it was immediately clear to me that this was the perfect 

opportunity to pursue this goal. SWAP is a special foundation that achieves great things with small financial support for 

small projects. And it is this combination, made possible by SWAP, that is exceptional. Further, in addition to financial 

support, APG staff themselves can also help with the chosen projects which actually multiplies the impact! 

Ramon Kools steps back as SWAP board member 

After more than 6 years on the board, Ramon Kools has recently decided to take a step back from his activities for SWAP. 

We want to thank Ramon for all his hard work for the foundation, and for the charities that SWAP supports. Among other 

activities, Ramon was responsible for maintaining the member database of SWAP. Ramon was also directly involved with 

many of the charities, and managed the sponsoring of multiple projects funded by charities 

based in the Heerlen region. These include the Wanna’Help Foundation that supports orphans 

in Romania, Un Abrazo Para Los Amigos that supports children in Argentina, and Diouma 

that funds projects for the education of school kids in Senegal. Last but certainly not least, we 

thank Ramon for putting and keeping SWAP on the map in Heerlen, and his whole family for 

their contributions to, for example, the annual cupcake fund raising event. Ramon, you will be 

missed! 

Information sessions 

On March 1st and April 18th we hosted sessions about the support trip to Romania. During these meetings, Oana Cipca from 

Wanna’Help explained the Casa Kiwi project. A number of colleagues are very enthusiastic and have already indicated they 

will definitely be coming along! 

Are you interested to join but were not able to attend one of the sessions? Please reach out to one of the contact people listed 

below (by location) to register or for more information.  

• Symphony: Mariette Botes and Martijn Olthof 

• Basisweg: Yardena Brouwer and Roberto Nonnis 

• Heerlen: Gerard Luypaers and Shanmukha Masapu 

As in previous years, we will also be organizing lunch meetings ahead of the summer holidays in which we would like to 

present about the projects that SWAP supports. We will send the invitations in due course. Also keep an eye on the intranet 

and our site! 

On behalf of the SWAP Board, a very big thank you to everyone for your support and commitment! 

Martijn, Debbie, Yardena, Ramon, Mariëtte, Roel, Jos, Roberto and Gerard 

www.stichtingswap.nl


